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ESvACVS ADvorcate 5 


on, 
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For ifthe casting »way of them be the reconciling of the world, what shali the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead ?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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Vou. IV. Juty, 1826. No. 7. 
— 


PROCEEDING OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY. 


It was announced in the last number that the subject of a cir- 
cular address to the auxiliaries, respecting certain proposed al- 
terations in the Constitution of the American Society for Me- 
liorating the Condition of the Jews, had been recommitted to an 
enlarged Committee, who were expected to submit one to the 
Board at their regular meeting in June. Instead of this, they 
submitted the following report, which was accepted, viz : 


‘The Committee on the Circular Address to the patrons 
and Auxiliaries of this Society, respectfully report:—That after 
discussing and deliberating on the subject committed to them, 
they have judged it expedient that the opinion of the Board of 
Directors (as constituted since the last annual election) be taken 
in regard to the proposed alteration in the Constitution, before 
any address be made to the patrons and auxiliaries of this So- 
ciety; and the Committee therefore propose the following re- 
solution :— 

* Resolved, That the resolution of the former Board, propos- 
ing an alteration in the Constitution of this Society, so as to au- 
thorize the Directors, in their discretion, to make a different ap- 
plication of the funds of the Society, from that now prescribed 
by the Constitution, be reconsidered.” 

Whereupon the Board “ Resolved, that the Hon. Jonas Platt, 
the Rev. Doctors M‘Leod, Spring, and Macauley, and the Rev. 
Mr. Frey, be a Committee to inquire if any alteration in sur 
Constitution be necessary, and if any, what? and to submit the 
same, (if any,) in a definite form.” 

The Committee of ways and means, to whom had been pre- 
viously submitted the consideration of the expediency of conti- 
nuing the publication of Israel’s Advocate, finding that many of 
va! auxiliary Societies had paid nothing into our funds, and yet 
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continued to have the Advocate addressed to them, did, with a 
view to economy, consistently with the design of letting all our 
present and former patrons know our future operations, present 
to the Board the following resolution, which was adopted,viz.— 

* Resolved, ‘Vhat until the close of the present volume of Is- 
rael’s Advocate, there shall be published a number not exceeding 
750, and that they be distributed as follows :—215 to Societies 
which have paid during the past twelve mouths, and 1 to each 
auxiliary which has not paid during the year, and the remainder 
toth, annual subscribers and members ; and that when the pre- 
sent volume is completed, its continuance be at the option of the 


Board.” 


PRUSSIAN FOLAND. 


Extracts from the Journal of Mr. Reichardt. 


By reference to our number tor November, our readers will 
find that circumstances which occurred at Posen, induced Mr. 
Werme'skirch to remain at that place, and that Mr. Reichardt 
was therefore lefi to continue the proposed journey alone, in- 
tending to return to Warsaw by way of Breslaw. A letter re- 
ceived from him, dated Glogau, August 5, contains the follow- 
ing extracts from his journal. 

July 13, 1825.—Wednesday.—We left Posen, and arrived in 
the evening at Lissa, a town te (German) miles from Posen, 
and inhabited by 10,000 persons, of whom at least the half are 
Jews. Mr. Becker was in this place two years ago, and distri- 
buted a great number of Tracts, of which, alas! the greatest 
part have been destroyed On this account I resolved to be 
sparing in books, but to endeavour to converse more with the 
Jews. The same evening | called on Con-Senior ¢ assius, to de- 
liver him a letter from Gen. Senior Von Diehl; through him 
I was made acquainted with the names of several other pious 
Christians, who might be useful to me. 

July 14.—I1 called on the Rev. Mr. Winkler, and conversed 
with him about the best and most useful way of preaching. | 
afterwards was introduced to Professor Cassius and his brother, 
who is deacon, and a pious servant of the I ord. 

July 15.—1 called on consistorial Rath, and Rector Von Ste- 
Plasius, who took me with him to the gymnasium, where 1 was 
allowed to attend two Jectures, in the second and fifth classes, 
on the Greek language, and on geography. I then visited Se- 
nior Cassius, who kindly offered me his pulpit for the next Sun- 
day, which | accepted. But | had not been long in his room 
when Prince Sulkowski, from Reussen, sent for me, and wished 
to hear some particulars of our missionary labours. He pu! 
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several questions to me about our method of labouring among 
the Jews, and was much pleased to hear that we tell the Jews 
that Christianity is the true Jewish religion, and that every true 
Christian is a true Israelite. This Prince is very much beloved. 
He expressed a wish that a missionary might be stationed at 
Lissa, through whom the attention of the Israelites might be 
more constantly excited, and have a greater opportunity of be- 
ing instracted and built up in the Christian religion. I men- 
tioned some of the difficulties in our way—that the impiety 
of professing Christians was one of the greatest, and which could 
be overcome only by the word of God being better known 
amongst them. ‘The Prince agreed that the distribution of the 
Bible, especially the New-Testament, was quite necessary for 
our instruction ; he thought, however, that young persons ought 
not to read every part of the Old Testament. 1 took the op- 
portunity of suggesting to his highness that the final conversion 
of the Jews might be promoted by the government erecting 
schools for the Jewish children, in which they might employ 
such masters as had received a good education, end passed a 
strict examination. In the afternoon | was visited by Mr. B.a 
young proselyte who was converted through the instrumentality 
of Mr. Hoff, and is now studying divinity at Koenigsberg. He 
had come to Lissa tu visit his father, who is very friendly to him, 
and seems quite reconciled to his son having become a Chris- 
tian. He told me that there were several Jews among his for- 
mer friends, who were seeking after the truth, but though they 
expressed a conviction of the truth of Christianity, and readiness 
to be baptized, he feared that their hearts were not changed, but 
that their motives were worldly. Inthe evening I went to the syna- 
gogue, but no opportunity being afforded of saying or doing any 
thing, | was merely a silent spectator, and could only pray that 
the ea himself would have mercy on Zion. 

July 16.—I went again to the synagogue, and spent the rest 
of the day in preparing my sermon. 

July 17.—1 preached in the Reformed church, on Hab. ii, 14. 
“For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.’’ There was a Toute 
congregation, and ainong them were several Jews. In the even- 
ing | called on Mrs. , aJewess, and sister of Mr. . 
teacher in . After some conversation, | told her that her 
brother wished to become a Christian, and found that she was 
not at all surprised, but said, that is now the course of the world, 
and especially of young people. 

July 18.—I called on a Jewish family named , and was 
received in a friendly manner. ‘Two grandsons of the elder 
Mr, ——-, one a lawyer and the other a linguist, were lately bap- 
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tized at Berlin, and neither the father nor the grandfather made 
any Opposition. Several other Jewish gentlemen were present, 
and all the proofs from the Old Testament, in support of Chris- 
tianity, which | endeavoured to set belore them, were well re- 
ceived; and all, even old Mr. , approved of what I said, 
In the afternoon I had some conversation with the Rev. Mr, 
, who has baptized several Jews. He thought it would be 
the best way of converting the Jews, for the goverument to al- 
low them tv intermarry with Christians, without obliging them 
to become Christians themselves. only requiring that the chil- 
dren should be baptized. IL objected, that such a liberty was 
no where permitted, but was rather prohibited in the New ‘Tes- 
tament; and wheu he pointed to | Cor. vii. 12—15. IL added, 
that this passage was rather against him, inasmuch as St. Paul 
had found it necessary to decide even whether Christians alrea- 
dy married should remain with unbelieving partners, and decid- 
ed in the affirmative only if the unbelieving party should desire 
it. Inthe evening I visited Professor Fitschke and Const. Rath 
Stephasius, who told me that there were now seventeen Jewish 
boys in the gymnasium, who were diligent, and attended lec- 
tures on the Christian religion. Both of these gentlemen were 
of opinion that a classical education of Jewish boys was the on- 
ly means in Lissa to overturn Jewish superstition, aod to pre- 
pare the way for their conversion. Consistorial Rath Stepha- 
sius, not long ago, received orders from the government to visit 
the Jewish Schools, and to examine their teachers, as the go- 
vernment thought of erecting schools, and employing the fittest 
teachers as masters therein. | was very glad, therefore, to hear 
that the plan which | had proposed to the Prince was already in 
progress, not only in this place, but almost throughout the whole 
Bsesien dominions. In consequence of this order he made in- 
quiries, and found forty private schools, but the greatest part of 
the teachers were extremely ignorant. This gentleman suggest- 
ed as a methed of converting the Jews, that a Christian should, 
for a time, turn Jew, and study Judaism, and when he had gain- 
ed their confidence, lead them gradually to the religion of Christ. 
To this method | object) d, that no trve Christian would deny 
his Saviour; and if one should do so, he wouid be excommuni- 
cated so soon as he should utter but a doubt concerning the 
truth of the rabbinical writings. I then told him that we had 
already a better method, of a similar nature in those Jews who 
were convinced of the truth of the Christian religion, preaching 
the Gospel of Christ to their brethren before they are baptized. 
This view was very pleasing to him. 
July 19.—Having received from Consistorial R. Stephasius 
the names of several of the Jewish teachers whom he thought the 
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most respectable, [ called first on Mr. , a friendly and well 
educated man. He allowed me to examine his boys, whom I 
found, indeed, pretty far advanced in Hebrew, Geography, Jew- 
ish History, &c. He complained of the impediments which Jew- 
ish superstition put into the way of giving a better education to 
the children, and was very glad to hear that the government in- 
tended to establish regular schools. He promised to call on me. 
[ then went to Mr. T. and found him engaged in teaching his 
boys the Gemara. Having silently listened for a while, 1 beg- 
ged leave to question the boys, which he willingly permitted, 
and I was much pleased with their answers. I exhorted them 
to diligence and piety, and having taken leave, went to a third 
school. ‘The teacher was instructing them in the Mishna. With 
his permission, I had here, likewise, an examination, and as seve- 
ral adult Jews had entered the room, I touk the opportunity of 
speaking on original sin, and the necessity of real penitence. 
They were all very attentive ; and here, as in the other schools, 
I appeared to be a welcome guest, and was received with all 
cordiality. By such means a missionary procures considerable 
influence over the affe:tions of the Israelites, and sows seed, 
which if blessed by the Lord, may spring up in future years, 
and bring forth fruit abundantly. 





INDIA. 


LETTER FROM MR. WM. BANNISTER.,. 


Tue following letter, dated Madras, 25ti: March last, has re- 
cently been received from Mr.Wm. Bannister, the Secretary of the 
Corresponding Committee of that place, accompanied by some 
Reports of their last year’s proceedings, from which we learn 
that the Jewish convert, Mr. Sargon, proceeds in a satisfactory 
manner in the education of Jewish children at Cochin, Our 
readers, however, will see from the subjoined letter, that our 
friends in that country earnestly repeat their call to the Parent 
Committee to send out a pruperly-qualified English clergyman 
to labour in that part of the Jewish vineyard. 

The Committee, we know, have long since passed a-resolu- 
tion to comply with this request, when a fit instrument: for the 
purpose can be found. Truly may we say, “the harvest is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few.” This is not the only sta- 
tion where more missionaries are called for. Let this be re- 
membered by the friends of Israel, that they may more fervently 
‘pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth labourers into the 
harvest ;” and that they may, in their respective spheres, en- 
deavour to excite a missionary spirit amongst such young men, 
as in other respects seem qualified for the work. 
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“I have the pleasure to forward to you, by the present oppor- 
tunity, a few eopies of our second Report, which is just pub- 
dished. I fear you will find in it little that is either new or inte- 
resting; we have, however, great reason to be thankful that we 
have done any thing amongst the pour Jews in this part of the 
world. 

** The Committee have stil) to lamemt that their efforts are so 
cramped, for the want of an efficient person to direct and su- 
perintend their operations at Cochin. Three years ago this 
subject was brought to the notice of the Parent Society, and we 
had then the satisfaction to receive a letter, informing us of their 
intentions to supply our wants in this respect; so long a time, 
however, having elasped without the arrival of any missionary 
to the Jews, I am directed again to urge upon the attention of 
the Parent Society, in the strongest manner I am able, the indis- 
pensible necessity there is that we should have the assistance of 
some gentleman who is qualified to superintend the schools, to 
remove the cavils and objections of the Jews against Christianity, 
to explain the prophecies, and eventually to preach the Gospel 
tothem. From a variety of circumstances attendant on the situ- 
ation of Mr. Sargon, it is too much to expect such valuable and 
important services fram him: he is quite unable to meet their 
objections, and the consequence is, that he seldom mentions the 
subject to them, as he says, ‘they only laugh at him and blas- 
pheme.’ Our labours are, therefore, confined to the educating 
of the Jewish Children, and the gathering of a little information, 
from time to time, regarding their history. 

“The Committee are un villing to have their exertions confined 
to so small a place as Cochin, and it is their wish, as soon as 
the Parent Society can send out a duly qualified missionary, to 
extend their operations along the coast, to establish schools in 
every town, and to give the gentleinan you may send out, such 
subordinate assistance, as that his duties may be confined to a 
general superintendance of the schools, and the distribution 
and expounding of the Scriptures and religious books. The 
zeal and activity which are required to institute and carry on a 
work of this kind, are qualities rarely to be found in natives of 
this country. 

Through the blessing of God we have been enabled to proceed 
in our work without drawing upon your funds; and as we have 
been recently making some strenuous exertions to increase our 
resources, the Committée still hope they shall be able to proceed 
without availing themselves of your liberality; indeed, I believe, 
that if we could evidence to the public the usefulness of our la- 
bours amongst Jews, we might raise funds, even in this country, 
for the support of a missionary, in addition to our present es- 
tablishment.”’ | 
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PALBSTINE. 


LTTEER FROM DR. DALTON. 


We have received a Letter and Journal from Dr. Dalton, an- 
nouncing his safe return to Beyrout, and giving an account of 
a visit which he made to Jerusalem, preparatory to bis taking 
up his residence there with Mrs. Dalton; which, notwithstanding 
many difficulties and even dangers connected with it, he pur- 
poses to do. 

Our readers will find in the extracts which we subjoin, many 
judicious observations, and interesting details, and will perceive 
that Dr. Dalton’s medical knowledge and skill made him ac- 
ceptable, and give him access to persons of all descriptions in 
that country. 


“Beyrout, May 23, 1825. 

“ Having, through God’s goodness, safely reached this place, 
I feel desirous of communicating with you respecting some mate 
ters which my visit to Jerusalem lias suggested to my mind.— 
My journal will give you a general outline of the unhappy state 
ofthe ‘ devoted city,’ «nd our mercilul deliverance from ‘ perils 
by robbers.’ The subjects, | wisi) to draw the Committee’s 
attention to at present, | have thought better to communicate 
by letter. As yet little or uncthing has been attempted in Jeru- 
salem: the visits of all the missionaries have been for short pe- 
riods ; none of us can be said to have occupied this station.— 
Before moving my family, (a serious undertaking here,) I 
thought it most prudent to see, myself, the different stations 
amongst the Jews, and wit! this view made my late journey, 
which | hope the Committee will approve of. I feel now deep- 
ly convinced it was a right step. It has been my lot to reside 
in Jerusalem during a time of unceasing troubles; but, after the 
most mature reflection, | cannot see sufficient grounds to con- 
sider it imprudent for a family to Attempt a residence there.— 
As regards missionary operations. from all 1 could learn, there 
has been nothing effected amongst Jews further than that they 
highly respect the English, and seem (as elsewhere) to, have lost 
much of their national prejudice againstthem as C ristians : they 
appear to feel them their friends, and to look to them in times 
of trouble. As to the door open, little is really known, as no- 
thing of any consequence has been tried. ‘The firman stands 
in the way of circulating the Scriptures. When men acquaint- 


ed with the languages used amongst the Jews, viz: German and 


Spanish, or, more properly, the Lingua Franca, reside amongst 
them, a quiet and imperceptable ingress may be made; preju- 
dices will be got over, and mutual opinions canvassed in a col- 
loquial way. Missionaries must come to this field prepared to 
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wait,"and now and then to do ‘here a little and there a little,’ 
Let the Committee endeavour to know the men they send here ; 
rudence is a very essential qualification. You must send your la- 
urers, and they must come to Jerusalem as to a place next toun- 
tried. It is much to be desired that a residence should be secured 
in Jerusalem; and as this is not always to be effected on advan- 
tageous terms, I felt much inclined to make a contract on this 
score with the Geeks, but deemed it better first to submit the mat- 
tertothe Committee. The late oppressions of the Pacha have been 
much felt by the Greek convents, and has placed them in want 
of loans of money. In their distress they applied to Mr. Fisk 
to know if we could advance them some, offering us apart- 
ments in their convents for the use of the money. My profes- 
sional services made them willing to oblige me, and as Mr. Fisk 
is already provided with rooms in one convent, they were very 
ready to accommodate me in tie same, were | not a family man. 
There is, however, one convent intended for married pilgrims, 
where there is no rule as in the others, for excluding females. A 
considerable part, if not the whole of this might be secured.— 
They have given me a promise of the upper suite of rooms and 
en on my return. No specific agreement was made as to 
terms, as they indulge the hopes I should be enabled to make 
them a loan, which would answer better than paying any thing 
annually. JI do not think it would be desirable altogether to 
have the convent on our hands, as this might subject us to the 
same trouble they now suffer from the Turks; but it would be 
very desirable to have matters so arranged that we might have 
what now I require for my family, with accommodation at will 
for future missionaries and their families. It would be easy to 
secure this by a written contract, depositing in their hands a 
sum, not exceeding one thousand dollars, which should be gua- 
ranteed to be paid back whenever we wished to give up the 
rooms, or they required them. 

Mr. Fisk and I have considered the matter very fully, and be- 
lieve it to be the best plan to be adopted. At present, without this, 
missionary families would have no place on their entering Je- 
rusalem to put up at; but by securing it, it will give those who first 
enter on this ground for residence, an opportunity of judging 
at leisure as to future arrangements. It, moreover seems 2 
friendly continuance of kind offices with the Greeks, which may 
tend, in an indirect way, to lessen the prejudices, which run high 
between the Jews and Christians in this city. Another consi- 
deration is the garden attached to the convent, which is of no 
small importance for health sake, if females and families reside 
here; for, as] have mentioned in my journal, restraints as to 
exercise out of doors, may be expected. I do not hesitate to 
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recommend the adoption of this plan to the Committee, and if 
approved of, hope you will forward me a letter empowering me 
to draw for this sum over and above my present letter of credit. 

Ifthe Lord permits, I hope to be in Jerusalem, with my family, 
by the latter end of September next. Mr. Fisk, I expect, will 
accompany US, as it is by no means advisable any missionary 
should be there alone. I feel much pleasure at the prospect of 
being there with brother Fisk;* with him and with other Ameri- 
can brethren, we have had much satisfaction—they are pious, 

rudent men. : 

The next matter I have to mention relates to a communica- 
tion made, | believe, already to you, respecting the possibility 
of procuring the appointment of a Consul at Jerusalem, to be 
supported by the societies. As the appointment of consuls now 
rests with Government, it is possible that a proper application 
might effect this; and although no claim for Jerusalem can be 
made on the same footing as for seaports, yet the number of 
Franks, among the Jews, for example, resident, and the occa- 
sional passing of European travellers, render it worthy of atten- 
tion. Could this be effected, it would afford a very interesting 
situation for a pious man to hold. Few, perhaps, would have 
more opportunities of forwarding the objects of missions, and 

aie among the European Jews resident in Jerusalem.— 

e might also open a correspondence with different consular 
stations in the Levant, which might be turned to profit; and by 
his authority and counsel be often enabled to relieve the mis- 
sionary: in fact, he emphatically might, and ought to be a mis- 
sionary in spirit. His situation would afford opportunities of 
making some, now rather hostile, feel it their policy at least to 
keep him their friend, and thus blunt their enmity against the 
missionary Operations carrying on. It is needless to say, in 
such a place he would require to exercise a very cautious and 
prudential line oPWonduct. If this be for the good of the church, 
may the Lord direct you in the right way concerning it. Our 
weapons must not be carnal, but mighty through God: may 
he show what means he chooses, and teach us in using them 
only to lean on bim! It will be desirable that the Committee 
should give it consideration. In sending away missionaries, 
especially with families, it will be most advisable for them to 
land at Jaffa, instead of Beyrout, if intended for Jerusalem, as 
this will bring them within one day’s journey of that city.— 
Ships from Alexandria may be found sometimes direct to the 
above port. 





* It is with deep regret we have heard (since the arrival of the above letter,) of 
the death of that zealous and useful missionary, Mr. Fisk. 
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JOURNAL OF Dk. DALTON. 


Beyrout, March 14, 1825. Since my settling here many have 
applied, from time to time, for medical advice, especially amongst 
the Maronites, suffering from their long fast previous to Easter, 
it has afforded me some opportunities of endeavouring to show 
them the delusion of trusting to any thing but the blood of Christ 
for pardon and acceptance. 

I visited with brother Bird the Jewish school in the town: it 
is situated in a retired part of it, where the Jews chiefly reside; 
we found twelve or thirteen little boys sitting cross-legs, with 
long forms before them for tables; a very fine boy was reading 
to the master; their prayers and psalms are the general tasks 
they read, but they do not understand Hebrew, Arabic being 
their common language for communication ; some neighbouring 
Jews came in, who appeared equally ignorant; we were told 
there were about fifteen families here. On my return from Je- 
rusalem, I hope to see if any thing can be done to improve and 
extend the school. 

The-plan agreed on between brother Lewis and myself of 
journeying together to the Holy City, appeared likely to be 
hindered. My little babe was attacked with an affection of the 
chest, which raged with much fatality amongst the children of 
this neighbourhood ; several times | was on the point of leaving 
home, when the recurrence of the disease kept me back. We 
finally concluded, that as my going up to Jerusalem was very 
uncertain, it would be better for brother Lewis to proceed. He 
accordingly went on before me. 

March 24.—As our little one appeared sufficiently well, I re- 
solved, if it pleased God, to proceed on my journey. We united 
with our dear brethren and sisters in prayer to-day, for a bles- 
sing on the mission, and our own souls. We have fixed this 
day for meeting every week alternately at each other’s houses. 

March 25, Noon.—After waiting, and having all ready, there 
is now no chance of getting off to-day, as the Pacha has im- 

ressed all the mules in the veighbourhood, for some express or 
other. I have engaged others for the morning. Perhaps few 
things are more trying to patience than travelling in this country; 
books, baggage, &c. may be all ready, and after waiting some 
tedious hours you are informed it is not pussible to proceed this 
day, without any other impediment than the obstinacy or kna- 
very of the Muckerow. 
idon, March 26.—After commending my wife and child to 
the Divine protection, | started an hour after sun-rise. The 
merning very uppromising. We got but little wet—the hail 
showers as cold as ever I felt them in Great Britain at this 
season. We were about ten hours and a half on the road, itis 
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usually a journey of nine hours—three hours from Beyrout to 


the Khan, the same from thence to Nabbi Yoonas, and three. 


more from the latter to this place, the road lying eitier along 
the deep sand of the shore, or over the rocky foot of Leba- 
non. Before completing the first three hours of our journey we 
were met by three women demanding a bockshish, or present, 
As we approached [ saw them descend from the mountain, 
they came furward somewhat a head of us, holding each other’s 
hands in a ring, and then with a peculiarly wild song, perform- 
ed a kind of dance, until we came up, when they laid hold of 
our bridles and made their demands ; a few paras settled the 
aflair. ‘They were of a very dark complexion, resembling our 
gipsies, and dwell in the mountains in tents made of skins ; their 
occupation is herding cattle. Several old tombs, hollowed out 
of stone, were observable in many places, some of them very 
perfect. We passed Nabbi Yoonas without stopping there. A 
small Turkish place of prayer marks the place where the Pro- 

het is said to have been thrown up by thewhale; the shore here 
is a fine flat, free from rocks. About five o’clock P. M. we arri- 
ved at Sidon, and were kindly received by the English Agent, 
where it is my intention to rest for the Sabbath. 

Sunday, March 27.—I\t seemed a delightful thought, how 
many of God’s people, on this sacred morning, meet to implore 
the outpouring of that Almighty Spirit, without which, neither 
churches nor believers can have more than a name to live. I 
felt anxious to improve this to my kind host and hostess; but 
here seemed little prospect, from my very scanty know- 
ledge of Arabic. I had an opportunity of showing them some 
little kindness, as their infant was unwell. My host J. B. is an 
object of interest, as he is one of the few Armenians who have 
seen the absurdities and felt the bondage of their church, and left 
it; he was formerly a Bishop. Would that he might not only 
see the freedom in temporal connexions he has formed since his 
schism, to be lawful, but be given to know that freedom where- 
with Christ the Lord makes his people free ! 

Soon after breakfast a Catholic came to consult me; he 
spoke Turkish and Arabic, the latter imperfectly ; | gave him 
some medicine, and while conversing with him on the only hope 
of a sinner, a Greek priest entered, a venerable looking man, 
who spoke only Turkish and Greek. Another individual, on a 
visit in the house, also spoke the Turkish language, so that con- 
versation between them was easily carried on. In order toengage 
them all in the conversation | procured a modern Greek ‘Tes- 
tament for the Priest, the rest being provided with Arabic or 
Armenian. I was enabled, by turning from the Arabic to the 
Greek, and vice versa, so as to arrange matters, that the same 
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passages were before all; at the same time T endeavoured to 
convey my sentiments either through my host or the Greek 
Priest; inthis way we seemed in some degree to understand 
one another. The Roman Catholic read the Arabic as wel) as 
spoke it. I showed him t John, i. 7, and endeavoured to show 
him the false foundation he rested on—that his long fasts could 
never cleanse away sin, but only injured his soul while he trust 
ed in them, and disordered his body as at present. He was at 
tentive and candid. After conversing together more than two 
hours, we separated ; the Greek Priest was furnished with some 
tracts. The house | had my room in was part «f the palace of 
the Pacha; this fine old building is now little used as such, as 
the Pacha resides at Acre. Variegated marbles and play- 
ing fountains, mark it once to have been the seat of Orie:tal 
luxury. In the silence of its now deserted divan I passed a quiet 
Sabbath. Out of these coasts multitudes came to the blessed 
Jesus to be healed, and the woman of Canaan besought him to 
have mercy upon her, for her daughter was grievously vexed 
with a devil. Here it was that once dwelt the noted shipwrights, 
there being none who were skilled how to hew timber like the 
Sidonians, | Kings,v 6. There are said to be only fifteen Jewish 
families here. Evening.—Read Arabic with my servant, and 
spoke to him seriously ; he seemed to credit my interest in his 
welfare. 


THE PURPOSES OF DIVINE MERCY TO THE SEED OF ABRAHAY. 

A Sermon, preached in George-street Chapel, Glasgow, on the 
25th April, 1820, for the Glasgow Society for promotnig Chris- 
tianity among the Jews By Ralph Wardlaw, D. D. 


** For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet bave now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief; even so have these also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy.’ —Romans, xi.30, 31. 

The present state of the Jewish people is without a parallel 
in the history of the world. Many kingdoms and empires, some 
of them of vast extent, and of high renown, have been invaded 
and subdued by others, and have either been entirely anni- 
hilated, or have been incorporated with their conquerors, and 
have lost their name and their separate existence. But here 
was a comparatively small people; assailed by the victorious 
arms of imperial Rome; the miserable victims of unheard-ol 
massacre and destruction; of tribulation, “ such as had not been 
from the beginning of the world till that time, nor has been 
since, nor shall be hereafter ;” driven from the land of their fa- 
thers, and dispersed through “ every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation.” Wherever they have come, they have been 
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an abject, despised, proscribed, and outcast race—* a proverb, 
and a by-word, and a hissing among all nations :’’—and amidst 
universal degradation, on the one hand, and some solitary but 
unsuccessful attempts to naturalize them, on the other, they have, 
to this day, scattered as they are, remained a distinct people, ob- 
jects of marked separation, and, as far as their situation in diffe- 
rent countries has admitted, with their own customs, their own 
synagogues, and the wretched remnants, the corrupted and piti- 
ful mockery of their own ancient worship In this unprecedent- 
ed an! anomalous condition, have they continued, for the long 
eriod of more than seventeen successive centuries. The facts 
of their history, compared with the predictions of Moses and the 
prophets in the Old, and of Christ himself in the New Testa- 
ment, are most eminently fitted to establish our faith. The re- 
mote date of the former class of predictions is ascertained by the 
clearest and most unexceptionable evidence :—the ‘predictions 
themselves are the more remarkable, from the singularity and 
unlikelihood of the case: and, in despite of the vain attempts of 
deistical and political speculators to account for it on ordinary 
principles, the condition of this singular people has presented a. 
kind of permanent miracle in attestation of the truth of God. 

It is in a religious point of view, that their situation is espe- 
cially interesting to the Christian’s mind. 

The context represents them as in a state of spiritual infatua- 
tion, or judicial blindness. For the “blindness which has hap- 
pened to Israel,” verse 25th, is a fulfilment of the pre phetic im- 
precation in verse 10th, ‘ Let their eyes be darkened, that 
they may not see.’’ And never, indeed, to any people could 
the expression with greater truth be applied, that ‘“ God had sent 
them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” When 
Jesus was on earth, he thus warned them: “ Yet a little while is 
the light with you: walk while ye have the light, lest darkness 
come upon you; for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not 
whither he goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that 
ye may be the children of light:” John, xii. 35, 36.—and, con- 
demning their obstinate incredulity as to Ais claims, and antici- 
pating their credulous admission of the claims of others, “1 am 
come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not; if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive :” John, v. 43. 
a declaration which was soon after affectingly verified, in the 
eagerness with which they listened to the pretensions, and em- 
braced the offers, and followed the delusive counsels of every 
miserable impostor, who, amidst their threatened and accumulat- 
ed distresses, gave himself out »s the deliverer and restorer of 
their nation—the promised Messiah. And, oh! how thick the 
veil of prejudice and enmity which “ even unto this day remains 
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upon their minds!” How clear, how minute, how full, is the ac- 
complishment of the predictions relative to the Messiah, in Je- 
sus of Nazareth! They themselves are perplexed and confound. 
ed—reduced to the most wretched shifts, or put entirely to a 
stand, in their attempts to explain them otherwise. Yet with the 
most infatuated pertinacity, they persist in rejecting his claims: 
and, with the exception of such as have fallen into total infidelj- 
ty, (of whom the nunber, it is to be feared, is not siall,) both 
those amongst them who tink, and those who do not chink, are 
vainly looking for another. 

When we contemplate this people in their present state, we 
feel it difficult to persuade ourselves that they are the same 
nation whose « onderful history forms so large a portion of the 
records of inspiration. We behold them “ scattered and peeled ;” 
outcasts of earth and heaven; treated as the “ filth of the world, 
and the ofiscouring of all things.” And is this the people who, 
in far remote times, were redeemed from Egyptian bondage, by 
the signs and wonders of Omnipetence? before whom the “ wa- 
ters of te great deep were dried up, and the depths of the sea 
made a way for the ransomed o! the Lord to pass over?” who 
received their laws by the hands of the living God from the fires 
of Sinai ?—who were conducted through the wilderness by the 
symbol of the Divine presence ?—w hose wants heaven and earth 
combined miraculously to supply -—* Five of whom chased a 
hundred, and a hundred put ten thousand to flight ?”’—To 
whom the God of the whole earth, having driven out their ene- 
ay before them, assigned their promised inheritance ; separat- 

them from the nations, and choosing them as a special peo- 

a to himself; dwelling amongst them as their Judge, their Law- 
giver, their King, and their God; and maintaining the honour of 
his name amongst them by a continued course of inspiration, 
and prophecy, and miracle? Are these the descendants of those 
venerable patriarchs on whom God has conferred the highest 
honour ever besiowed on mortal man—the honour of having 
their names associated with his own, in his favourite designation 
of himself, to the very close of time: * 1 am the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Isvac, and the God of Jacob; this is my name 
for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations °” Is this, 
in a word, the people “ to whom pertained the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the ser- 
vice of God, and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of 
whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ caine, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever?” Rom. ix. 4, 5. Oh, my brethren, can 
we look even on the scattered remnants of such a people, with- 
out the liveliest interest? Can we contemplate sheir present de- 
gradation. and wretchedness, without a sigh of deep commisera- 
tion mingling with our assent to the righteous retribution o! 
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ofiended Deity? Can we recollect the blessing they have been 
to the world, and to ourselves, as the chosen depositaries of the 
oracles of God, and the appointed communicators of his “ saving 
health” to all nations, without shedding over them the tears of 
grateful sensibility, and sending up to heaven, on their behalf, 
our united, aud fervent, and importunate su; plications f 

And, blessed be God! our supplications are not those of hope- 
less despondency The present state of th.s ‘nteresting people 
is not their last. A cheering ray darts across the gloom. ‘The 
blessed light .f prophecy, streaming through the opening clouds, 
setties on the distant prospect and brings to view a scene, on 
which the eye of bevevolence and piety rests with delighted 
anticipation. 

It is my intention, in this discourse, to consider from the text, 
in connexion with the preceding and subsequent context: 


I. The prospects held out to us respecting the seed of 
Abraham. | 

II]. The grounds on which they rest. 

Itl. The means by which they are to be accomplished. 


I. In regard to the prospects held out, I may first remark, 
in general, that we are taught to anticipate their ~estoration to 
the Church of God, and to all the fulness of its blessings. 

In their present state, they are represented as fallen, diminished, 
cast away, broken off, blinded, excluded from mercy, and perishing : 
and all this on account of their unbelief, their rejection of God 
and of his Christ. And the general idea of their restoration is set 
before us, under a variety of phraseology, corresponding to 
these diversified views of the condition from which they are to 
be restored. It is their fulness, verse 12th :—their reception, or 
recovery, verse 15th :—their being grafted in again, verses 23d, 
24th:—their obtaining mercy, verse 31st:—their salvation, verse 
26th. 

We must satisfy ourselves with a very brief notice of what is 
implied in these different expressions. 

heir * fulness,” verse i2th, is opposed to their “ diminish- 
mg.” ‘The expression cannot surely mean less than a very 
general and extensive restoration, approaching at least to uni- 
versality. As the great body of .bem have been cast off, the 
great body of them will be restored, brought back into the 
Church of God, and to the possession of a fulness of privilege, 
even greater than before, as far as the present New-Testament 
State of the church excels in true glory that of the church under 
the a.cient economy. ‘The same word is applied to the Gen- 
tiles, in verse 25th, in ref rence to the coming glory of the lat- 
terdays. In Eph, 1. 23, the Apostle denominates the church 






































. APES IE ae 


= 


=_-*> 





112 Israel’s Advocate. * 


** the fulness of him who filleth all in all.” When the Jewish peo- 
ple are restored, they shall form a part of this fulness of Christ - 
and he will be their fulness, by bestowing upon them the abun. 
dant blessings of his grace. 

Their “ reception,” verse 15th, is opposed to their “ casting 
away.’ The word signifies according to their being resumed, oy 
taken back It refers to their previous state. They had beer 
the church and people of God, enjoying his presence and favour, 
and in the exclusive possession of his word, and of his worship, 
Into this stare they shall be taken back ; vot, indeed, as before. 
to constitute his church alone, and to enjoy exclusive spiri:ual 
immunities, but to constitute a part of the church, in a much 
more enlarged, and refined, and blessed state than when they 
alone formed it. ; 

This idea is still more clearly intimated, by their being 
“ grafted in again,” verse 23d. The whole of this figure, on 
which the Apostle dwells through several verses, evidently 
teaches us that the Gentiles, on their receiving the gospel, and 
being introduced into the Christian church, were grafted into 
the same stock from which the unbelieving Jews were cut off, and 
that, when the latter shail be restored, it will be grafting then 
again into the same stock to which they before belonged. There 
is no interpreting the figure with any consistency, except on the 
principle that the Church of God has been all along the same; 
one.church, under various modifications of external constitution, 
corresponding to the gradual developement of the purposes of 
God, which has been “ like the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day.” Their case is like that of a 
family emigrating from their native country, and after the lapse 
of centuries of privation and suffering in foreign lands, returning 
to the same nation, but in a state of such advanced improvement, 
as hardly to retain the marks of its identity. 

The salvation, in verse-26th, evidently means something vastly 
superior to any mere temporal deliverance. The two verses 
26th and 27th, explain its nature as consisting in the two great 
blessings of justification from the guilt, and sanctification from the 
pollution of sin. ‘ And so all Israel shall be saved: as itis 
written, There shall come cut of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turp away ungodliness from Jacob. For this is my covenant 
unto them, when | shall take away their sins.” ‘They shall thus 
be “* saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.’’ As “ the 
saved” they shall be “ added by the Lord to the church ;”—(s¢e 
Acts, ii. 47, in the Greek)—and there, in the diligent use of the 
means of spiritual improvement, they will “ work out their own 
salvation with fear and trembling, God working in them to wil! 
and to do of his good pleasure.” 


‘To be Continued.) 








